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SUBJECT: GOC CELEBRATION OF AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL 

1 . MORE THAN 200 PERSONS GATHERED IN THE HALL OF KNIGHTS, WALDSTEIN 
PALACE, JULY 12 FOR A GOC-SPONSORED CELEBRATION OF THE AMERICAN 
BICENTENNIAL. 

2. THE CELEBRATION, SPONSORED BY THE CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIETY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, INCLUDED SPEECHES AND MUSICAL SELECTIONS, 
FOLLOWED BY A RECEPTION. FRONT ROW GUESTS INCLUDED DR. DUSAN SPACIL, 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; DEPUTY MINISTER OF CULTURE 
JOSEF SVAGERA; CHIEF OF PROTOCOL ZDENEK CERNIK; AND A REPRESENT- 
ATIVE SAMPLING OF DESK OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS HEADS IN VARIOUS 
MINISTRIES DEALING WITH AMERICAN QUESTIONS. 

3. THE MEETING'S TONE WAS UNRESERVEDLY POSITIVE. IT WAS PRESIDED 
OVER BY THE RECTOR OF CHARLES UNIVERSITY AND THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
WAS GIVEN BY JURAG CUTH, PROFESSOR OF LAW AT COMENIUS UNIVERSITY, 
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BRATISLAVA, AND A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY'S BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
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4. CUTH NOTED AMERICA'S REVOLUTIONARY ORIGINS, QUOTING PATRICK 
HENRY’S "GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME DEATH" SPEECH. HE ALSO 

NOTED AMERICA'S TECHNOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE 
CONTEMPORARY WORLD AND SAID CZECHOSLOVAKS KNOW THE UNITED STATES AND 
HAVE TIES WITH IT, LARGELY THROUGH THE APPROXIMATELY ONE MILLION 
AMERICANS OF CZECHOSLOVAK ORIGIN WHO SETTLED IN CHICAGO, PITTSBURGH, 
TEXAS, AND IN THE MIDDLE WEST. 

5. THE BRATISLAVA PROFESSOR SAID THAT, WHILE IDEOLOGICAL DIFFER- 
ENCES DIVIDE US, THAT CAN BE EXPECTED FROM NATIONS WITH DIFFERENT 
HISTORICAL EXPERIENCES AND POLITICAL SYSTEMS. BOTH SIDES CAN STILL 
LIVE IN PEACE, HE CONTINUED, ADDING THAT THERE NEVER HAS BEEN A 
TERRITORIAL WAR BETWEEN CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND THE UNITED STATES, NOR 
ANY OTHER CAUSE FOR WAR. LIKEWISE, HE PAID TRIBUTE AT LENGTH TO 
AMERICA'S PARTICIPATION IN WORLD WAR II AND THE FIGHT AGAINST 
GERMANY, WHERE "CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND THE UNITED STATES WERE PART 
OF THE LARGE FAMILY THAT FORMED AN ANTI-HITLER COALITION." 

6. PREDICTABLY, CUTH MADE MENTION OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT WITH 
AMPLE STATISTICS ON HOW MANY AMERICAN BOOKS, PLAYS, FILMS, ETC. 

ARE AVAILABLE. HE ALSO SPOKE OF THE RECENTLY COMPLETED PARTY 
CONGRESS, AND CONCLUDED BY WISHING THE UNITED STATES SUCCESS DURING 
THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS. 

7. AMBASSADOR BYRNE RESPONDED FOR THE UNITED STATES. AFTER 
REVIEWING AMERICA'S REVOLUTIONARY ORIGINS, AND DISCUSSING GLOBAL 
INTERDEPENDENCE TODAY, HE SAID, "I AM BASICALLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
OUR FUTURE, BUT THE GREATER ISSUES WILL BE. NOT THOSE THAT 
ATTRACT THE QUICK RHETORIC OF THE MOMENT. BUT THOSE WHICH 
INVOLVE SURVIVAL OF THIS PLANET IN A MEANINGFUL WAY FOR ALL OF 
US. THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY, AND OF OUR RELATIONS. IS HIGHLY 
POSITIVE, BUT THE YEARS AHEAD WILL REQUIRE MUCH WORK AND SENSIBLE 
DIALOGUE FROM ALL OF US." 

8. THE AMBASSADOR PAID TRIBUTE TO "ALL THOSE, WHO, DAY IN AND 
DAY OUT, DEAL WITH US ON QUESTIONS AFFECTING OUR TWO COUNTRIES," 

ADDING THAT, "THEIR HIGH PROFESSIONALISM, WITH A DASH OF SLAVIC 
HOSPITALITY OF WHICH TODAY IS BUT ONE OF MANY GENEROUS EXAMPLES, 

MAKES WORKING HERE A PLEASURE." 
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9. IN CONCLUSION HE TRACED THE AMERICAN TIE WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
EVINCED THROUGH SUCH PERSONALITIES AS WOODROW WILSON, THOMAS 
MASARYK, EDWARD BENES, AND GENERAL PATTON AND HIS THIRD ARMY. 

HE SUMMARIZED, "OUR RELATIONS ARE NOT BASED ON TEMPORARY ISSUES, 
HOWEVER LARGE THEY MIGHT LOOM FOR THE MOMENT, BUT ARE BASED ON A 
PROUD AND FIRMLY CAST CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES." 
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10. WARM APPLAUSE GREETED BOTH SETS OF REMARKS. 

11. THE TWO-HOUR CELEBRATION ENDED WITH THREE MUSICAL SELECTIONS, 
WHICH INCLUDED A SELECTION OF A JANACEK PIANO SONATA. TWO SONGS 
BY THE AMERICAN COMPOSER SAMUEL BARBER, AND TWO MOVEMENTS FROM 
DVORAK S AMERICAN QUARTET, PLAYED BY THE PANOCHOV QUARTET, WHICH 
RECENTLY TOURED THE UNITED STATES. 

12. LARGE AMERICAN AND CZECH FLAGS WERE PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED FOR 
THE OCCASION. 

13. COMMENT: THIS WAS WITHOUT ANY QUESTION THE MOST POSITIVE 
DEMONSTRATION OF CZECHOSLOVAK-AMERICAN RELATIONS IN RECENT 
YEARS. FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS WENT OUT OF THEIR WAY TO 

GREET AMERICAN COLLEAGUES AND EXPRESS CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 
BICENTENNIAL. AND THE SPEECHES WERE NOTICEABLY FREE OF ALLUSIONS 
TO THE CLAIMS AGREEMENT AND OTHER OUTSTANDING ISSUES. IN FACT, 

THEY STRESSED THERE IS MUCH WE CAN DO IN THE AREA OF CULTURAL 
AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION. THE RECTOR OF CHARLES UNIVERSITY, WHO 
PREVIOUSLY DODGED SUCH MEETINGS, SAID HE WOULD WELCOME AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO SIT DOWN WITH THE PAO IN LATE AUGUST TO DISCUSS 
POSSIBLE AREAS OF EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE. ALTHOUGH MEDIA COVERAGE 
OF THE EVENT WAS SLIGHT, THERE WAS NO MISTAKING ITS CORDIALITY. 

MFA 6TH DEPT. HEAD ZANTOVSKY TOLD THE AMBASSADOR, AS HE HAD IN 
THE PLANNING MEETING FOR THE CELEBRATION, "WE ARE EXTENDING AN 
OPEN HAND TO YOU." 

BYRNE 
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